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GIOACHINO ROSSINI

A Biographical and Critical Sketch

-
-

== 0acimvo Rossint composed La Gazza ladra in 1817 for the Scala

Theatre at Milan where it was represented in the spring with Ma-
dame Belloc, a certain Madame Galianis, Signori Monelli, Botticelli,
Filippo Galli and Ambrosi as the principal singers. This opera was
Sl —&l4one of those of Rossini which obtained the most brilliant success,
and the surviving musical epicures of that period still entertain a lively recollection
of the glorious days of the Gazza ladra.

The libretto of the opera may be called a veritable imbroglio,; the action
proceeds through a series of expedients and combinations admissible only in the
libretto of an opera; yet the poet Gherardini managed to create situations to
interest an audience and move them even to tears. One of the most striking
amongst these is that of the celebrated Zerzelto — Ol nume bengfico. Fernando
Villabella, condemned to death for an infringement of military law, finds means
to escape and go to his daughter who is in the service of a certain Signor Fa-
brizio. Ninetta consoles her father and refreshés him with a glass of wine. In
the meantime the Podesth (mayor) arrives, meditating within himself — 77 mzo
piano & preparato. He hopes to find Ninetta alone, and to make certain proposals
to her best known to himself, Ninetta implores her father to feign sleep, in order
to avoid the risk of being discovered. The intentions of the Podesta are frustrated
by the arrival of a messenger bearing a pressing letter. The Podesta has for—
gotten his spectacles, and, cursing all business matters, he asks Ninetta to read
the letter to him. On casting her eyes upon the letter, Ninetta turns pale. It is
the document relating to the search for her father, who has deserted; she reads
with much difficulty, substituting with hesitation another name for the true one,
and changing one after another the descriptions given in the missive. And here
comes in the famous Adagio — Ok nume benefico! — which is one the most
beautiful inspirations of Rossini. The father withdraws and the Podesta resumes
his interrupted mancevres, and pours forth to Ninetta a whole volume of prote-
stations of the most ardent love, however ill-timed. Here the father re-appears,
and upon Ninetta, justly offended at the Podestd, treating him with all the con-
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tempt he deserves, the father, no longer able to contain himself, bursts forth in
the celebrated — Uom maturo, e magistrato ! — thus compromising himself in
defending his child.

The Overture of the Gazza ladra is one of Rossini’s gems, and is written
with that grandeur and simplicity which constitute the work of genius. Amongst
the other most striking pieces in the opera we will cite the Cavatina of Ninetta
— Dt pincer mi balza il cor, — the Allegro in the Air for the tenor — Ma guel
pracer che adesso — an Allegro which none of the tenors of the present day could
sing as it is written, — the passage for the tenor — Zd 70 lo creden I’ istessa
onesta ! — an outburst of grief and despair which the music expresses with great
power in the magnificent scene of the trial. Another justly celebrated piece in
_this opera is the Duet for the soprano and contralto.

Gioachino Rossini was born at Pésaro on the 29." February 1792, of poor
parents whom want had driven to become musicians. His father was a horn
player, his mother a seconda donna, and they travelled from town to town, whe-
rever their miserable engagements called them. Upon the talent of the little
Gioachino being discovered, however, he was put to board with a sausage-
dealer at Bologna, and entrusted to the care of a certain music-master named
Prinetti. It appears that his progress was not considerable under such a teacher,
and he was consequently sent to the Academy of Music at Bologna, where he
studied under Mattei. In 1808 his first musical work appeared in public. It was
a Cantate entitled : 71 pianto & Armonia per la morte d’ Orfeo. This was the
foundation stone of that imposing edifice which was crowned by Guillaume Tell,
His complete works consist of thirty-nine operas, the Stadat Mater, the Piccols
Messcz,' and Les Soirdes Musicales, several Quartets for stringed-instruments ,
which now cannot be found (unless they are among the Archives of Bologna),
several sacred pieces, a large number of compositions for the pianoforte, some
symphonies, &c., &e.

Gioachino Rossini died at Passy on the 13.* November 1868 leaving all his
property to the town of Pésaro for the founding of a Conservatoire of Music,
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